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Notice to Applicant 

1 . This communication is in response to tlie Remand by the Board of Patent 
Appeals and Interferences dated 19 October 1999. Claims 16-45 are pending. 
Claims 1-15 have been canceled. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

2. The rejection of 16-42 under 35 USC § 1 12, 2"^^ paragraph in a previous 
Office Action, mailed 7 December 1995, is hereby withdrawn. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

3. Claims 16-45 (now renumbered as claims 1-30) are allowed. The 
following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

The prior art of record, fails to disclose or fairly suggest a method for 
generating a lexical knowledge base in a memory of the machine including the 
step of augmenting the lexical knowledge base by: (1 ) inverting the semantic 
relation structure; and (2) storing, in association with a primary value term or 
value, the inverted semantic relation structure, in the particular manner and 
combination recited in claims 16, 20, 30, and 43 (now renumbered 1,5, 30, and 
28, respectively). In addition, the prior art of record, fails to disclose or fairly 
suggest an improvement to a machine-implemented method for generating a 
lexical knowledge base by iteratively parsing same collections of texts in a 
successive manner, wherein semantic relations identified in one parsing 
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operation serve to enhance discernment of semantic relations in subsequent 
parsing operations, in tlie particular manner and combination recited in claims 41 
(now re-numbered 26). 

Claims 17-19, 21-29, 31-40, 42, and 44-45 (now renumbered as claims 2- 

4. 6-14, 16-25, 27, and 29-30) incorporate the features of claims 16, 20, 30, 41 , 
and 43 (now renumbered 1, 5, 15, 26, and 28 respectively) through dependency, 
and are also allowed for the same reasons given above. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no 
later than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should 
preferably accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled 
"Comments on Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Supervisory Patent Examiner (SPE) Joseph 
Thomas, whose telephone number is (571 ) 272-6776. The examiner can 
normally be reached on Monday - Friday 9:30 am - 6:00pm. 

6. If attempts to reach the SPE by telephone are unsuccessful, a fellow 
supervisor, John Hayes can be reached on (571) 272 - 6708. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 
(571)273 -8300. 
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7. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through , 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://palr- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). 
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